THE JACOBITE ILLUSION
proof of the tightness of his intention to wish to pay the debt
which he had recognized so long was due to your family, that I
could have no doubt of his sincerity. He seemed astonished that
the Duke of Berwick had been sent to Spain and engaged so far
afield, and he asked me how you could have consented to such
a thing. I told him that you had already written to me on the
subject and that the Duke's employment in so considerable a post
would be certainly highly advantageous for our common interests.
I perceived, however, that he thought that the Duke would have
been more useful in the theatre where he was last year. He
directed me besides in his absence to go and see Lord Godolphin
and let him know anything which I should receive of importance
to you and to your family.
Mr Floyd is most zealous in your family interest. He also
a little while ago saw Lord Churchill and has begged me to
inform you that this nobleman has given him every promise and
assurance which he could have hoped for of his intention to pay
his debt. Thus I am daily more convinced of the probability
that our affairs will turn out well; and the misunderstandings
which exist here between the Party leaders will contribute not a
little in my opinion to justify good hopes.1
The reader should notice that in this interview it is Hooke
who, according to his own naive account, gives or confirms
the valuable information that Berwick is to command in
Spain, while Marlborough tells him nothing in return. But
Hooke was quite content to be able to report to Saint-
Germains that he had been kindly received by the great man,
and had been told to visit Godolphin in his absence from time
to time, and bring him any news of interest from Saint-
Germains.
It is characteristic of Macpherson that, while he printed all
the other Nairne Papers relating to Marlborough, he omitted
this one. Yet this paper more than any other reveals what
we believe to have been the only method of communication
with Saint-Germains practised by Marlborough and the
English Ministers : namely, interviews subsequently written
1 Carte MSS., 209, f. 430 (translated from the French), a letter from London,
written by Hooke and dated April 22, 1704, in the copy in the French archives.
This, the original in the Naime Papers, has no date.
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